
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD DECEMBER 8, 2014 
 
 
 
The Common Council of the City of Somerset, Kentucky met in a regular meeting on Monday 
December 8, 2014, at 7:00 p.m. with the following present: Mayor Eddie Girdler. Council 
Members; Tom Eastham, Jim Rutherford,  Linda Stringer, Jerry Wheeldon, Jimmy Eastham, 
Jerry Girdler, Mike New, Donna Hunley, John Minton, Jim Mitchell, Pat Bourne, and Jerry 
Burnett. City Attorney Carrie Weise, and City Clerk Nick Bradley.  
 
Mr. Wheeldon moved to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on November 24, 2014 
along with reports as mailed.  Mr. T. Eastham seconded the motion. Upon roll call the following 
Council Members voted “Aye”: Mr. Eastham, Mr. Rutherford, Mrs. Stringer, Mr. Wheeldon, Mr. 
J. Eastham, Mr. Girdler, Mr. New, Mrs. Hunley, Mr. Minton, Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Bourne, and Mr. 
Burnett. 
 
Mr. Minton made a motion to name the new amphitheater in Rocky Hollow in honor of the 
passing of Somerset Parks Director Joe Ford to honor his commitment to the youth in the 
community and to the City of Somerset; especially his time and effort for making the 
amphitheater a reality. Signs will be placed at both ends of the park to signify the name: "Joe 
Ford Amphitheater". Mr. Bourne seconded the motion. Upon roll call the following Council 
Members voted “Aye”: Mr. Eastham, Mr. Rutherford, Mrs. Stringer, Mr. Wheeldon, Mr. J. 
Eastham, Mr. Girdler, Mr. New, Mrs. Hunley, Mr. Minton, Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Bourne, and Mr. 
Burnett. 
 
Mr. J. Eastham made a motion to recognize the 2014 Pulaski County High School Football Team 
for winning the Class 5A KHSAA State Football Championship in the minutes. Mr. Rutherford 
seconded the motion. Mr. Wheeldon made an amendment to the motion to make a proclamation 
from the City and invite representatives of the team to the next council meeting. Upon roll call 
the following Council Members voted “Aye”: Mr. Eastham, Mr. Rutherford, Mrs. Stringer, Mr. 
Wheeldon, Mr. J. Eastham, Mr. Girdler, Mr. New, Mrs. Hunley, Mr. Minton, Mr. Mitchell, Mr. 
Bourne, and Mr. Burnett. 
 
Mr. New made a motion to go into executive session regarding potential real property acquisition 
for which publicity at present stage might or would likely affect the value, per KRS 61.810(1) 
(b). Mr. Wheeldon seconded the motion. Upon roll call the following Council Members voted 
“Aye”: Mr. Eastham, Mr. Rutherford, Mrs. Stringer, Mr. Wheeldon, Mr. J. Eastham, Mr. Girdler, 
Mr. New, Mrs. Hunley, Mr. Minton, Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Bourne, and Mr. Burnett. 
 
No action taken in executive session. 
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Mr. Wheeldon moved to approve the following Resolution No. 14-12 rescinding and approving 
of the Cable Franchise Transfer. Mr. New seconded the motion. Upon roll call the following 
Council Members voted “Aye”: Mr. Eastham, Mr. Rutherford, Mrs. Stringer, Mr. Wheeldon, Mr. 
J. Eastham, Mr. Girdler, Mr. New, Mrs. Hunley, Mr. Minton, Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Bourne, and Mr. 
Burnett. 
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Mr. Rutherford moved to approve the following grant application Resolution No. 14-13 for body 
armor and tasers. Mr. Mitchell seconded the motion. Upon roll call the following Council 
Members voted “Aye”: Mr. Eastham, Mr. Rutherford, Mrs. Stringer, Mr. Wheeldon, Mr. J. 
Eastham, Mr. Girdler, Mr. New, Mrs. Hunley, Mr. Minton, Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Bourne, and Mr. 
Burnett. 
 

 
 
Mr. Burnett moved to approve a Natural Gas Compressor Agreement between the City of 
Somerset and CGI Enterprises, LLC. Mr. Bourne seconded the motion. Upon roll call the 
following Council Members voted “Aye”: Mr. Eastham, Mr. Rutherford, Mrs. Stringer, Mr. 
Wheeldon, Mr. J. Eastham, Mr. Girdler, Mr. New, Mrs. Hunley, Mr. Minton, Mr. Mitchell, Mr. 
Bourne, and Mr. Burnett. Contract is on file in the City Clerk's Office.  
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Mr. New moved to approve the following Resolution No. 14-14 for 300 Broadway Street 
property donation to Habitat for Humanity. Mr. Wheeldon seconded the motion. Upon roll call 
the following Council Members voted “Aye”: Mr. Eastham, Mr. Rutherford, Mrs. Stringer, Mr. 
Wheeldon, Mr. J. Eastham, Mr. Girdler, Mr. New, Mrs. Hunley, Mr. Minton, Mr. Mitchell, Mr. 
Bourne, and Mr. Burnett.  
 

 
 
Mr. Wheeldon moved to approve the following Resolution No. 14-15 approving authority to 
establish the Greater Somerset Business and Economic Development Corporation. Mrs. Stringer 
seconded the motion. Upon roll call the following Council Members voted “Aye”: Mr. Eastham, 
Mr. Rutherford, Mrs. Stringer, Mr. Wheeldon, Mr. J. Eastham, Mr. Girdler, Mr. New, Mrs. 
Hunley, Mr. Minton, Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Bourne, and Mr. Burnett.  
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Mr. New made a motion to approve the purchase of property at 107 North Central Avenue for 
$67,500 from Cumberland Properties, LLC.  The property had appraised for $70,000. The 
subject property would be part of the site development and exit for the energy center. Mr. 
Burnett seconded the motion. Upon roll call the following Council Members voted “Aye”: Mr. 
Eastham, Mr. Rutherford, Mrs. Stringer, Mr. Wheeldon, Mr. J. Eastham, Mr. Girdler, Mr. New, 
Mrs. Hunley, Mr. Minton, Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Bourne, and Mr. Burnett.  
 
Mr. Wheeldon made a motion to approve the purchase of property at 318 Ohio Street for $69,900 
which had been appraised at $80,000 and the PVA listing at $81,650 from Daulton Family 
Properties, LLC. The property adjoins the City of Somerset Gas Department site. Mrs. Hunley 
seconded the motion. Upon roll call the following Council Members voted “Aye”: Mr. Eastham, 
Mrs. Stringer, Mr. Wheeldon, Mr. New, Mrs. Hunley, and Mr. Burnett. Voting "No": Mr. 
Rutherford, Mr. J. Eastham, Mr. Girdler, Mr. Minton, Mr. Mitchell, and Mr. Bourne. Due to a tie 
vote Mayor Girdler voted "Aye". Motion Passed. 
 
Mr. Wheeldon moved to approve a refund for Jerry and Joyce Burnett on his previously paid 
2014 City taxes in the amount of $46.80. Refund request was for a homestead exemption. Mr. 
Mitchell seconded the motion. Upon roll call the following Council Members voted “Aye”: Mr. 
Eastham, Mr. Rutherford, Mrs. Stringer, Mr. Wheeldon, Mr. J. Eastham, Mr. Girdler, Mr. New, 
Mrs. Hunley, Mr. Minton, Mr. Mitchell, and Mr. Bourne. Choosing to "Pass" on the vote for his 
tax refund was Mr. Burnett. 
 
Mr. Mitchell made a motion to authorize the City Attorney to file a declaratory court action 
against the person living in a small storage shed at 323 High Street with the shed having no 
water, sewer, or means of safe heating. The current living condition presents a serious and 
dangerous situation for the person and has become a safety and sanitary issue with other 
properties and is in violation of all existing city ordinances pertaining to the property. Mr. 
Burnett seconded the motion. Upon roll call the following Council Members voted “Aye”: Mr. 
Eastham, Mr. Rutherford, Mrs. Stringer, Mr. Wheeldon, Mr. J. Eastham, Mr. Girdler, Mr. New, 
Mrs. Hunley, Mr. Minton, Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Bourne, and Mr. Burnett.  
 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned.   
     

 
 
APPROVED:       

       MAYOR 
 
ATTEST:       
         CITY CLERK        
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