
ORDINANCE NO. bk#/é

AN ORDINANCE TO Tlv  CIW  OF SOMERSETK FNW NG (O INANCE NO. 81-3
(WHICH XXPRESSLY REPEALED ORD. 365, TIIE ORIGINAL G TY ORIDG ANCE
ADOPTING TIIE W ARD SYSTEM AS SET FORTH IN KRSI. AY AMENDING
ORDINANCE NO. 85-2 (WHICH EA RESSLY AG NDED O RTIONS OF ORD. 81-3
AS WELL AS 0RD. 82-6 REGARWING THE NUMBERING OF W ARDS) PURSUANT
TO KRS 83A.100 AND ALL OTHER APPLICABLE LAW ;

W hereas, KRS 83A.100 allows a legislative body to divide a city into wards by ordinance; and

W herems, such a division into wrds was done originally in city Ordinnnce No. 365, and
thereaier repealed and replaced by Ordinance No. 81-3; and

Whereas, the wards were most recentlyproperly amended in Ordinance No. 85-2 (which
amended both œ dinance No. 81-3 and 82-6, both described abbve); and

Whemas, KRS 83A.100 riquires that waMs created by ordinancels), such as those described
above, be reviewed as necessary to ensure that populations are as nearly equal aspracticablek
and '

Whereas, KRS 83A.100 fudher states that such a review shall %  performed to ensure
equalization in the wards at least as ojten as each regularfederal ceal=; and

W here% , according to ofGcial records of the City, such a review bn% not perform ed by the
legislative body since 2001, and mz m endment to the omcial W ards 1uA not btznproperly
enacted since 1985, and that a Federal Censtls was completed in 2000 and releued in 2001, and
further a second Federal Census hJIK Y n completed in 2010 and relen-d in 2011; and

W herec , per KRS 83A.100, there is no designation or provision ms to who should pedbrm the
required review of wards for equalization arld therefore the task was taken on by the city itself,
through the City Plnnner and the City Attomey, at the request of the Executive Authority of the
City, the M ayor; and

W hereas it is the City Plnnner and the City Attom ey's om cial position thst current wards are not
ms equal in population as practicable; and

W herec it is the City Attomey's oftkial legal opinion that the council hms a duty by law to
amend said wm'ds by ordinance to comply with KRS 83A.100 either by adopting the city
prepared map, or by completing a map of their chooslg, so long as such complies with a11
applicable 1aw and ls bmsed on populMion set forth in the most pcent federal census;



NOW  TIIEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCR  OF THE CITY OF
SOG RSET, PULASM  COIM Y , KENTUCKY, AS FOLLOW S:

Seetion 1: n at Ordinance No. 85-2 is hereby amended in order to comply with local, state,
and federal law, in ordœ to ensure the City is in complir ce with KRS 83A.100,
and a11 other applicable law.

Section 11: Council hereby adopts the atfnnhed exhibit, attached hereto as Exhl'bit 'W '' and

incorporated in full by reference herein, which brinqs the City into compliance
with local, state, and federal law, including but not bmited to KR: 83A.100.

Section 111: If any section or provision of this Ordinance is declne  invalid by a court of
competentjudsdiction for any remqon, such declaration slmll not invalidate, or
adversely nsect, tht remainder of tllis Ordinance.

Seetioa IV: This Ordinance expressly repeals and/or amends previous ordinances and actions
of the legislative % dy hs set folth in the inkoduction of tllis Ordinance, referred
to and incomorated in this section in full by reference.

Section V: This Ordinance shall lx in full force and effect from and G er its passage,
publication and recordipg, according to law.

First Reading- X .> Jl

second Reading-

lerk, City f S rset

Approved by. , am r



83A.100 Division of city into wards -- Nomination and el- ion of legislative body
m em bers.

(1) The legislative body of a city may by ordinance divide the city into the same
number of wards as the number of legislative body members. W ards shall be as
nearly equal in m pulation as practicable and their boundaries shall be Gxed by the
ordinance.

(2) The mpulations of wards shall bc reviewed as necessary to insure that poyulations
are as nearly equal as practicable, but the populations of wards shall be revlewed for
equalization at least as otten as each regular federal census.

(3) Wards may be abolished by, repeal of the ordinance creating them. No creation,
alteration or abolition of wards shall occur within two hundred fo>  (240) days
preceding a regular election.

(4) If a city is divided into wards, legislative body members shall i)e nominated and
elected in the following msnner:

(a) Members shall be elected in the regular November election at large, but each
candidate shall reside in the ward he seeks to represent and shall be elected in
such a manner that eK h ward is equally represented on the legislative body,
n e names shall be mtsented in the eltction to show for which ward each
candidate is seeking election and voters shall be instructed to ''vote for one
candidate in each ward.'' n e candidate receiving the highest number of votes
cast in each ward shall be decmed to be elected from such ward.

(b) Persons seeking the nomination of a political palï'y for the omce of ltgislative
body member where a primary election is required for the political party, shall
be voted upon exclusively by the eligible voters of the ward in which the
person resides and seeks to represent.

E/edive: July 13. 1990
History: Amended 1990 Ky. Acts cb. 366, sec. 6, esective July 13, 1990. -- Amended

1982 Ky. Acts ch. 360, sec. 22, efective July 15, 1982; and ch. 434. sec. 9, efective
puly 15. 1982. -- Created 1930 Ky, Acts ch. 235, sec. 10, elective Iuly 13, 1980.




